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First section
Information used to calculate 

the benefit estimate 
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Really 
Important Stuff

Last Day of Employment: You 
know that!

Last Contributions to NDPERS: 
This can be a bit wiley. 

• State employee: 
contributions are always for 
the last month they left. 

• Political subdivisions: 
contribution schedules can 
vary – sometimes for the 
month you leave, sometimes 
the month after you leave –
ask your employer.



More really important items

Retirement Date: Always the first day of the month 
AFTER NDPERS receives contributions.

Account Balance: This is your current account balance. It 
will continue to increase as you continue to participate in 
the plan. When you retire, no more contributions or 
interest.

When you retire, you are first paid from your 
account balance. When that is gone, you receive 
your monthly benefit from the general pool of 
funds for the rest of your life! Hot dang!



Second 
section
Understanding the 
Retirement Benefit Options



Retirement Benefit Options
Single Life

Years of 
Service 
(YOS)

Final 
Average 
Salary 
(FAS) 

Benefit 
Multiplier

Single Life 
Benefit

If you pass away, there is no 

ongoing life-time benefit for 

your beneficiary. 

Your beneficiary will receive 

anything left in your account 

balance.



Retirement 
Benefit Options
Joint & Survivor 
• The 50% and 100% Joint & Survivor are 

actuarially reduced based on you and your 
spouse’s ages. These options are only 
offered to married members. 

• 50% Joint & Survivor: If you choose a 50% 
J&S, your spouse continues to receive one 
half of what you received for the rest of 
their life

• 100% Joint & Survivor: If you choose a 100% 
J&S, your spouse continues to receive 
exactly what you  received for the rest of 
their life

• If you choose a 50% or 100% J&S and your 
spouse passes first or you divorce, you are 
moved back to the Single Life.



Retirement Benefit Options
Term Certain

• The 10 and 20-year Term Certain are actuarially 
reduced based on your age.

• Name anyone as a term certain beneficiary. This is 
a lifetime benefit for you! 

• What it means for your beneficiary is that if you 
live past the term, they receive nothing. 

• If you do not pass away before the  term is 
fulfilled , then the beneficiary fulfills it on your 
behalf. 

• For example, you select a 20-year term certain 
and live 12 years, the beneficiary receives that 
amount for the remaining 8 years. If you live 30 
years you get the payment for 30 years, but the 
beneficiary will receive nothing.



Third section
Understanding the Retiree Health Insurance Credit (RHIC) 
Benefit Options



Retiree Health 
Insurance 
Credit . . .  a 
very cool thing

If you were first enrolled January 2020 or after, you will 
NOT have a RHIC



RHIC Benefit Options

SINGLE INDIVIDUALS: you will have a Standard Health Credit.

MARRIED INDIVIDUALS:

• If you choose a J&S retirement, you take the standard RHIC. If you pass first, your spouse gets 
that too.

• If you are married and choose a single life or a term certain, you can choose either:

• Standard Health Credit – your spouse does NOT get a retirement or health credit benefit.

• Alternate 50% J&S – if you pass first, your spouse continues to receive one half of the 
health credit for their lifetime.

• Alternate 100% J&S – if you pass first, your spouse continues to receive 50% of the health 
credit for their lifetime.

• If you choose a 50% or 100% J&S and your spouse passes first or you divorce, you are 
moved back to the Standard Health Credit.



On the NDPERS 
website banner

▪ Click on Member Login

▪ Select Log in to Member Self Service (MSS) on 
the next screen



Logging in to your MSS 
Account

▪ View/update benefit plans & personal profile

▪ Retirement benefit estimates

▪ Service purchase estimates 
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The MSS estimate is 
the same as the 
official estimate from 
NDPERS





Last Date of Employment 
is the month/day/year 

when your last 
contribution is made





Final 
Benefit 
Estimate 
in MSS



SAME ESTIMATE: MSS vs. Official NDPERS Estimate



Now, go run 
an estimate!
Questions?




